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" CATT - Conservation Awareness Team Trust has completed one year now.  

We express our gratitude to all CATT Members & Non Members who has stood by us & delivered for conservation of Wild Life 
especially in Bandipur TR.  
 
We thank Karnataka Forest Department & special mention to Kantharaju Sir who has been our mentor & guide for all our activities. 

We, as a Wildlife NGO have gathered lot of experience during this year & have performed variety of exercises as per the 
requirement which will help us to perform our future activities in the year 2015.  

We have larger plans for the year 2015 - 2016 which will be put across to All Members very soon like  
  
1. Capability building for all CATT Members to deliver more excellence in field. 
2. Involve local tribal people in conservation activities of CATT. 
3. Providing Tax benefit to CATT Members & corporates who are backbone of conservation activities. 
 
CATT - Conservation Awareness Team Trust is committed to Conserve Wildlife in India."  

  

 



 

CATT Torch Donation 

 

     

 
Vaibhav Mupadi Shyam Ganesh  

The forest guards are the backbone of wildlife protection and they 
require all the support and encouragement there is to it. CATT took a 
step to honor its commitment to wildlife protection and conservation by 
deciding to donate High Beam torches to the patrol squad which will go 
a long way in supporting the squad during night patrol to identify our 
lurking friendly beasts at a distance and avoid any unseen incident. The 
torches were donated through ACF Ravi Shankar who has been a 
major part of conservation for CATT initiatives" 

Please include list of Members & Volunteers who contributed for this 
activity. 26 Members & Non Members of CATT Team did come forward 
and donated for the cause. 
 

Vidya Sagar Rutvid Dholakia 

Mayank Prakash Deepak Shankar 

Pratap Sikdar Naveen JS 

 Vijay Kulkarni Girish Gumbalapuram 

Suvojit Sinha Devleena Bhattacharya 

Vinayak Krishnamurthy Shaila Prabhu 

Saradhi Roy Praveen Byrappa 

CS Reddy Mervyn Pinto 

Kunal Srivastava Nirmalya Chakraborty 

Suresh Babu Ganesh Shankar 

Pradeep Iyer Hemanth Kamma 

Manjunath H E Nagendra J 

Praveen Goel  



 

CATT Lantana Control Workshop 

 

       
 

A day as usual as any in the life of a conservationisté. Try to conserve anything and everything possible found in natureé. an 

everyday mantra for CATT! 

 

The lantana control management workshop, a place for an ideal conservationist saw many CATT members leaving behind their 

hectic schedules and heading out to Bandipur for a two day event organized to debate on what can be done about a serious issue 

engulfing our reserves. 

 

For those of you who are wondering what Lantana is, here it is- 

 

Lantana Camara is the DON among weeds, a kind of virus in the forest which inhibits any other species from flourishing and up 

until now there has been no vaccine that can prevent it from doing what it does. Introduced in India from South America as an 

ornamental plant as in any other country it has taken host, it has proven to be a major threat to native species and hereôs why- 

¶ Produces chemicals that inhibit other plants from growing. 

¶ Produces toxins which are poisonous to herbivores. 



 
 
 

¶ Uprooting them simply exposes dormant seeds, increasing them in numbers. 

¶ Produces around 12000 seeds which remain dormant up to 11 years. 

 

However, all is not lost due to the effort put in by the forest department along with CATT and other NGOs who have used a novel 

idea to put the malice to some good use. It is found that L.Camara can be used to make furniture with the help of tribal population 

spread across the forests. This seems to have caught up as a vocational occupation among the tribals and may finally bring in 

some good news to the Paleotropical Kingdom. 

 

The two day event was a success with CATTôs mentor and IFS officer, Mr. Kantharaju H C and Mr. Girish Sampath from the Shola 
Trust giving some useful and first hand inputs on conservation of forests when it comes to invasive weeds. This was followed by 
some field activities where all CATT members (new and old) got a chance to bond and experience life in Bandipur along with the 
Tribals. In short, it was a perfect bonhomieé with respect to conservation of course. 
 
 
 

CATT Bamboo Seeding Activity 

 
Bamboo Seedling  at Bandipur TR was done on 12/07/2014 to 13/07/2014. Most of the forest land in the Bandipur National Park 
has been engulfed by an invasive weed species named Lantana. Due to forest fire in summer of 2014 lot of vegetative native 
plants species have been destroyed. Both of these has contributed to the shortage of food for herbivorous. In search of food they 
are getting near to the human settlements. As a result of shortage of prey animals carnivorous are also being driven out near to the 
human settlements. The main solution to this is the forest regeneration and which is not possible without human intervention. In 
order to bring the forest back into her natural look forest department of Bandipur TR has initiated Bamboo seedling program. Under 
this program five tons of bamboo seeds are being planted across different ranges and beats of Bandipur TR. CATT with five 
volunteers supported the forest department in the field activity of bamboo seedling for two days. Lead was:  Pratap Sikdar  
Participants:   Suresh Babu, Achintya Kundu and Girish Krishna and Rakshit.  
 
CATT with VIKAS Team helped to plant number of trees around Vibhutipura Lake in LBS Nagar. This was the first plantation 
activity which was done by CATT Team with Members & Volunteers. 
 

 
  



 
Camera Trap Pole Erection and Footage Collection 

 
 
We also visited the various beats in Bandipur range and downloaded the camera trap images for Tiger Census Phase 2. These 
camera traps have captured the images of Tiger, Leopard, Mouse Deer, Barking Deer, Mongoose, Elephant, Wild Dog, Black Bear, 
Gaur and Spotted Deer. We also set up poles for camera traps. We helped the forest staff of Bandipur Tiger Reserve in digging up 
pits in different beats of Gopalaswamy Betta (GS) & Male Kamanahalli ranges. These were the initial phases of pole installation for 
setting up camera traps for Tiger Census Phase 2. CATT helped to dig up around 28 pits. 
 

   
 

   
 

CATT Medical Camp 
Medical Camp Report - Weekend 1 & 2 
Dated :19/04 - 20/04 & 26/04 - 27/04. 
NGO Partner: Hosmat Hospital 
Location: Bandipur TR 
 
CATT as a NGO believes to support the Front Line staff & their families who are the backbone of Wildlife Conservation in 
Karnataka.  
 
CATT in collaboration with Hosmat Hospital arranged Free Orthopedic Medical Camp in Bandipur Range & Maddur Range on 
19/04/2014 & 20/04/2014 also in Kalkere & N Begur range - 26/04/2014 & 27/06/2014 
 
We treated almost 150+ staff & villagers from tribal colony including contract & regular employees of Forest Department. 
Free Medical Camp organized to address Orthopadeic issues faced by department staff & their families because all the hard work 
Forest Department staff does are manual. 
 
CATT plans to organize more Free Orthopedic medical camp in coming weeks across Bandipur Tiger Reserve. Free medicines will 
be provided by Hosmat Hospital to these staffs in future camps. 
 
CATT would like to thank CF Mr.Kantharaju, entire forest department & Hosmat Hospital who has extended their support to make it 
successful. 
 
It is an unique event organized which addresses orthopadic issues of Forest Department staff.  
 
These Free medical camps will benefit 300 + staff of Bandipur Tiger Reserve. 
 


